1935 ‘Churchill’ ROLLS ROYCE 20 / 25 LIMOUSINE, CHASSIS NO. GSF 18, REG NO. NJ5500. COACHWORK BY THRUPP & MABERLY

This car was built to order for Mrs. Alice Martin of Heathfield in Sussex from the Rolls Royce stand at the London Motorshow, Olympia. It has a long wheel base limousine body, built by Royal appointment coachbuilder, Thrupp and Maberly.

It was later sold to Frank (“Joe”) Jenner, Sir Winston Churchill’s long serving chauffeur, who had a small taxi business in Westerham near Sir Winston’s home at Chartwell. It is understood that Sir Winston bought the car for Mr. Jenner to drive him from Chartwell to Westminster and his London home as well as for Mr. Jenner to use and maintain and it was therefore registered in Mr. Jenner’s name.

Frank Jenner continued to chauffeur Sir Winston to Downing Street and Westminster until October 15th 1964 when he made his final car journey from Chartwell to 28 Hyde Park Gate, (Sir Winston’s London home) where he passed away in January 1965.

As well as Sir Winston’s own business, the limousine was used to deliver and collect various VIP’s and Heads of State to and from Chartwell including General (later US President) Eisenhower, Sir Anthony Eden, Harold Macmillan and Charlie Chaplin.

Shortly after Mr. Jenner retired the car was sold to Phil Johnson, the owner of Wolf Garage, Westerham, where all Sir Winston’s cars were looked after and serviced. He loved and maintained the car for some 20 years, using it for wedding hire and special occasions like transporting the Westerham Carnival Queen each year.

In recent times it has taken part in both Queen Elizabeth’s Silver and Golden Jubilee Rolls Royce celebrations at Windsor Castle, in the presence of Her Majesty and the Duke of Edinburgh. It has also maintained its Churchill connection, taking his Grace the Duke of Marlborough around Bletchley Park (war time code breaking “Station X”) to open their much-admired Churchill collection and has appeared on television and in various feature films.

The present owner bought the car in 1998 and has continued to maintain and sympathetically restore it in view of its originality and history. It is still used for weddings and special occasions, maintaining its long tradition.

‘Harrod’s’ Rolls-Royce
This spacious Rolls Royce was built with a splendid long wheelbase Pullman limousine body by top coachbuilders Barker & Co. It was originally finished in Masons Black over Harrods Green with a new Bedford Cord cloth interior and re polished burr walnut trim but has recently been changed to Ivory and Black to be more suitable for weddings. 

It was built to be star of the stand at the 1934 Scottish motor show. 
The Hon Sir Rayner Goddard, later to become Lord Goddard, purchased the car to travel from his country estate to his London home in Kensington. It remained in the area, later being sold to the famous Harrods Knightsbridge store. Its thought they used it to transport top clients and VIP guests in style befitting this up market store.

In recent times it has been in the ownership of transport enthusiast Sir William MacAlpine as part of his famous collection of Rolls Royce’s.

Throughout its life this car has been lovingly maintained, regardless of cost, as you would expect from its previous ownership.

It is ideally suited for weddings and special occasions with many special features to show you. It can comfortably seat 3 adult passengers although with the use of the occasional seats can seat 3 children and 3 adults.

